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We will begin our new topic by asking the question “who lives under the sea?” and will use the children’s 
ideas to develop and introduce new learning. The children will be using role play to explore and create 
habitats for sea creatures and learn about Pirates. They will be encouraged to use music, movement, 
songs, rhymes and storytelling to strengthen links between new knowledge, experience and their 
imagination. 
 
Talk for Writing in the Early Years 
The Nursery team continue to develop their own practice with a key focus upon children’s language 
development. The Phase leader will be focussing upon oral storytelling to support the development of 
rhyme, talk and play, which are essential to the future success of children’s reading and writing skills.                                         
Stories are essential for brain development, enabling greater thinking for understanding, expressive use 
and interest in new words, memory recall and concentration, alongside nurturing a sense of belonging, 
confidence and motivation. Below are some of the texts that will be introduced and enjoyed together. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Transition into Reception - Penguin by Polly Dunbar 
Whilst acknowledging that this as an exciting time for the ‘rising five’ children,  
staff are mindful of the emotional impact that this can have, during this  
important milestone. The Phase leader has created a transition project  
which uses story and puppets, designed to support the transition process  
between home and school. The activities have been carefully chosen 
to support children’s emotional wellbeing and confidence in speaking, 
at a time of significant change in their lives. This will be explained in greater  
detail, during the new parent intake meeting in June. 
 
Open the Gate - Weekly Transition Visits 
Each week the ‘rising five’ children will be collected by Reception children at their playground gate to visit 
the Reception area. The regular visits will enable the children to establish positive attachments with new 
adults and familiarise themselves with the different places and spaces within the learning environment. 
Letters will be sent home during the first week back, to inform parents and carers of their children’s 
allocated day and time slot. 
 
This term, all of the children will be invited to participate in the school’s sports day and will also have an 
opportunity to join their friends and staff, for a picnic at the beach. Please see table below for dates.                                                                                                                                     



Curriculum and Learning 
Communication and Language 
All of our practioners daily planning is centred on the development of children’s, speaking, listening and 
understanding and is used as the ‘vehicle’ for learning all aspects, within the Early Years curriculum.  
 
Some children will continue to  
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, 
shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number (level 1 and 2) 
- Build and use new vocabulary 
- Increase vocabulary for spoken sentences 
- Grammatical composition of spoken sentences including a range of tenses 
- Recall experience, facts and stories 
- Expressive use of language; key phrase in stories/ spoken thoughts 
- Understand and answer questions 
- Describe feelings/ textures/ objects 
- Positional vocabulary 
- Greater interaction for engagement whilst working with/alongside other children 
Other children will 
-  Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, 
shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number (levels 1, 2, 3 and 4) 
- Use experience to describe an object/ Pirate/ the sea/ a ship/ a desert island/ a treasure object etc. 
- Greater use of questioning for reasoning/ explaining for logical thinking 
- Practise intonation; rise and fall using pitch, rhythm and phrasing to make the meaning clear to others 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
Behaviour 
- Link empathy with behaviour choice using story  
- Link contextual experience with feelings,  
emotions and behaviour; choice and  
consequence 
 
Friendships 
- The power of sharing 
- Let’s pretend spaces: role play/ small world 
 
Mindfulness 
- Quiet room: calm/ sensory 
- Core practice: stretching and belly breathing 
- Emily Arrow songs 
- Transition preparation; ‘open the gate’ visits to Reception 
 

Physical Development 
- Chopping and eating fruit and vegetables daily                   
- Mark making 
- Sensory play                                                                                  
- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                      
- Scissors: cutting/ snipping / shaping 
- Ripping/ tearing                                                                                                                                                                      
- Threading/ joining/ sticking 
- Scrunching/ smudging/ rubbing/ moulding/ shaping/ squashing 
- Moving: spatial/ body awareness 



- Building/ balancing 
- Bikes & Trikes 
- Bubbles, balloons & breathing 
- Dough Disco 
- Directional/ positional vocabulary 
- Team games and problem solving 
- Move with confidence in different ways 
- Observe effect of activity on bodies after exercise 
- Personal care  
- Stretching and Breathing; Yoga 
- Experience different rates of speed 
- Fine and gross motor movements 
- Observe physical effect of activity after exercise 
- Stretching and Breathing; Yoga 
- Sports Day: practise and event 
 

Literacy  
Letters & Sounds: Phase 1 and 2 
 
Use and Apply 
- Join in 
- Describe the noun 
- Guess the noun 
- Alliteration (L&S)  
- Rhyming 
- Syllables 
- Plurals 
- Adjectives 
- Verbs 
- I Spy bags 
- Robot arms 
- Question sentences 
- Story telling baskets 
- Recall favourite texts and rhymes 
 
Writing Letters  
-Marooned on a treasure Island! 
-Mark making/ drawing/ letter formation/ name writing/ contextual writing 
 

Maths 
Concrete/Pictorial 
- Counting songs and rhymes 
- Counting steps; walk the plank – comparative language linked to length, distance and positional language 
- Oral counting: backwards / forwards                     
- Order value: ten bar/ Numicon/ unifix staircase/ dot cards  
- Explain what’s happening as objects are added; more 
- Explain what’s happening as objects are removed; less  
- Begin to distinguish between groups of objects showing more and less  
- Size concepts and conservation                        
- Ask/ answer questions and begin to use reasoning 
- Sort/group/match/ classify objects; two criteria; same and different 
- Record how many 



- Describe an order 
- Create musical patterns 
 

Understanding  the World 
- Summer time/ sun safety 
- Environment and physical features  
- Seaside/ safety  
- Picnic 
- Use technology 
- Weather/Climate/ Seasons/Months/Days of the week 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Self-interest and Contextual learning 
- Songs to support learning 
- Explore a wide range of media/ tools/techniques/ processes                       
- Manipulating materials; shaping, forming, joining, organising and representing ideas 
- Big painting 
- Printing/ collage: fish and shells               
- Pirate hats 
- Dress a Mermaid 
- Shark tank! 
- Maps and Treasure 
- Patterns on stones 
- Whales and tails 
- Watery paintings 
 

                                                  Dates for your Diary: Term 6 
Wednesday 26th June Sports Day - letter to follow 

Thursday 27th June 
  

New Intake Parent/Carer Meeting: 6pm-7pm  
for children attending Grovelands in September 2019 

Monday 1st July Rising fives parent meetings  - Key workers will contact parents and carers 

Wednesday 3rd July Rising fives parent meetings  - Key workers will contact parents and carers 

Wednesday 10th July Trip to the beach - letter to follow 

Friday 19th July Last day of Term: Pirates and Mermaids! - letter to follow 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
Thursday 5th September Transition Session for NEW Nursery children only: 8.30-11.30am 

Friday 6th September Transition Session for RETURNING Nursery children only: 8.30-11.30am 

Monday 9th September Business as usual: all Nursery children attend their allocated sessions  
                                                                  
 
 


