
                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25th INSET School closed 

FROG fireworks    5.30pm 

November 

7th November – Nursery photos 

12th – Flu Vaccination for whole school 

15th Year 3 performance to parents – 2pm 

– Treasure Island 

18th Parents Evening, all years    4 – 6pm 

20th Parents Evening     4 – 7pm 

21st whole school photos 

21st and 28th  New EYFS open morning and 

afternoon? 

29th FROG Christmas Fair 

29th Choir attending Hailsham Christmas 

light switch on       5.15 – 6pm 

December 

4th Choir attending Big Sing Eastbourne 

5th Year One Nativity to parents 9.30am 

and 2.15pm 

10th Nursery/Reception performance    

13th FROG Disco 

16th Christmas Dinner Day 

        Last day of term 

        Return to school 

 

 

 

This half-term has been super busy and I have been very 

proud of how the children have demonstrated their 

commitment to learning at school and at home. It has been 

lovely to see so many children complete regular reading at 

home; your support is greatly appreciated by everyone.  

The scaffolding will be coming down in the holidays but will 

be popping up by the Reception playground as we make 

improvements to the school. Please be careful. 

Please remember that school photos will be on the 7th 

November for Nursery and the 21st for the rest of the school. 

If you have more than one child in the school, they can have 

their photo taken together in the school hall form 8 – 9am.  

smart school uniform and smiles all round. 

Year 3 are busy rehearsing for their performance – Treasure 

Island, which they will perform for Year 3 parents on the 15th 

November at 2pm. 

We are hosting a firework extravaganza on Friday, organised 

by FROGS, don’t forget to get your tickets by visiting 

www.pta-events.co.uk/frogs. 

We would like to bid a fond farewell to Mrs Lavender who is 

leaving us after the half –term. She will be sadly missed and 

we wish her and her family all the best. 

Year 6 are holding a bonfire cake sale on Tuesday 5th 

November  during the school day in the Y4-6 playground – 

Y4-Y6 pupils please show your support by purchasing a 

yummy cake. Money given to Cancer Research 

Thank you to Mrs Hugget for organising the colouring 

competition to raise funds for Forest school – Still time to 

enter! 

Have a great half-term holiday and please remember that 

school starts back on Monday 4th November (don’t forget to 

put your clocks back an hour on Sunday 27th October!) 

Jon Goulding 
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We are now running a Year 6 Computing Club on these days: 
 
Wednesday - 6RA 
Thursday - 6LA 
Friday - 6JL 
 
Children can sign up to attend when they come to school on their day.  
The club has been organised to give pupils an opportunity to use the school computers to access 
Purple Mash and Bug Club to complete homework e.g. Multiplication tables practice- as well as 
other educational programmes e.g. Pivot and Scratch. They can also research and complete topic 
related homework. 
If you would like further information please contact Miss Swaine. 
 

Carpark safety 
Children have been reminded several times to please be careful with their scooters. 

Unfortunately, some are still swinging them around and causing a risk to others and 

themselves by not taking care. If they continue, then they will not be allowed the 

privilege of bringing their scooters into school. 

As the weather worsens more of you will be using your cars to get your children to 

school. The drop off and pick-ups are busy times. Please remember that there are 

children and parents walking to and fro. Parking has again been causing issues – there 

are rules in place as to where you can park to keep everyone safe – please adhere to 

them. I have reported to the police that some parents are driving dangerously on the 

roads coming into the school and they have informed me that they will monitor this 

and if I have any details of parents to report then to the police which they will 

investigate. 

 

Make sure to book for your child’s dinner on parentmail. There is now a new yummy menu for 

Term 2, check your emails or look on the website for further information. 

All dinners are fresh, nutritionally balanced and cooked on site for healthy meals for your children. 



The World Health Organisation recognises World Mental Health Day on the 10th October every year 

-  with an overall objective of raising mental health awareness and mobilising efforts in support and 

promotion of positive mental health. 

 

At Grovelands, we have taken huge strides towards promoting positive mental health and wellbeing 

for our children. We have a large team of trained Mental Health First Aiders available to support all 

children. We also have a Learning Mentor who is available to work with children on specific issues, and 

we have a Nurture Group which has been awarded the Marjorie Boxall Quality Mark Award for 

excellence. 

 

Below are some organisations and resources which can provide Mental Health support for children at 

home: 

 

Childline is a free 24-hour confidential counselling service for young people up until their 19th 

birthday in the UK provided by the NSPCC. 

Telephone: 0800 1111 

www.childline.org.uk 

 

Hope Again is a website designed for young people by young people. This is Cruse Bereavement 

Care's (www.cruse.org.uk) website for young people. 

Freephone Helpline: 0808 808 1677 

www.hopeagain.org.uk 

 

Mind is a mental health charity. The website contains a Mental Health A-Z, providing information and 

advice on a huge range of mental health. 

www.mind.org.uk 

 

Winston's Wish was established in 1992 to meet the needs of bereaved children and their families. 

They provide a range of practical support and guidance. 

Helpline: 08088 020 021 

www.winstonswish.org.uk 

 

Young Minds is the UK's leading charity committed to improving the emotional wellbeing 

and mental health of children and young people. 

www.youngminds.org.uk 

 

Story Books- Scrumpy - E Dale 

Rainbow Fish - M Pfister 

The Huge Bag Of Worries - V Ironside 

Owl Babies - M Waddell 

Elmer - D McKee 

The Colour Monster - A Llenas 

Grandma's Purple Flowers - A Burrowes 

Huglass Douglass - D Mellig 

 

Miss Squires 

Accredited Lead Nurture Practitioner  



Dear Staff and Students 

  

Thank you for your kind donations to Hailsham Foodbank during your Harvest Festival, 

Attached is a certificate of appreciation.  We weigh all our donations this enables us to give a 

more information to our donors, your donation weighed in at a staggering 318.75 kg, this 

when we do a little bit of maths, will provide food for 15 families or will create 758 meals. 

  

This donation will be used to support families in and around the Hailsham area, who are at a 

period of time of food poverty, this is when an individual or household is unable to obtain a 

healthy, nutritious food, or can't access the food they would like to eat.  Despite increasing 

food choices and affordability of food in the UK, many people eat what they can afford, not 

what they want and often this means that they are not able to eat healthy and nutritious meals. 

  

We have seen a significant increase in the use of Hailsham Foodbank, and it is only by the 

kindness of the local community that we are able to continue our work in supporting those in 

short term crisis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Special Educational Needs Parent voice 

In the summer term we sent out a questionnaire to gather some parent views on 

Special Educational Needs Support at Grovelands CP School. Questionnaires were 

sent to every household were a child is on the Special Educational Needs register. 

Results of parent voice survey: 

There were 19 returns from the 123 questionnaires sent out: 

Here are the highlights: 

 Most parents and carers feel comfortable approaching their child’s class 

teacher with any issues. 

 Most parents and carers agreed that their child’s special needs are being met. 

 Most think their child is benefiting from having extra help in school. 

 Most think their child enjoys attending school intervention groups. 

 Most concerns are dealt with effectively. 

 Most parents and carers feel comfortable approaching the SENCO, Ms Adams 

 

There were some clear suggestions on things we could do differently at Grovelands: 

 

 Suggestions: 

 Most parents and carers have/would welcome 

opportunities to meet with other parents, whose 

children have a similar need.  

Run some workshops 

 Some parents would like more information to 

understand their child’s special needs. 

Run some workshops 

 Some parents and carers would like to feel more 

involved in addressing my child’s special needs or 

additional needs. 

Run some workshops 

with practical ideas 

 Some would like a clearer understanding of the 

extra support my child is receiving. 

Run some workshops 

and invite parents and 

carers in to see how the 

support works. 

 Some would like more information how their child is 

progressing with their extra help. 

Run a drop in with the 

member of staff 

delivering the 

intervention, offer 3 

times a year 



 

Thank you for your responses. Particularly the comments as it helps me really understand what we 

are doing well and what else we might be able to develop. 

At present we have: 

 A ‘families with autism’ support group meet at school. We will expand the opportunities for 

other parents to meet.  

 

Watch out in our newsletter for these dates: 

 

topic Term/ date event 

Dyslexia  Term 2 How to help our child with 
reading, spelling, writing, 
self-confidence. 
How to help our child with 
voice to text technology 

Speech – sound production Term 2 Invited to come and see a 
session with your child and 
the specialist speech and 
language Teaching assistant 

Language and working 
memory in early years and 
key stage 1. 

Term 2 Every day games to help 
with developing language 
and memory 

Autism Usually the first Monday of 
each month 

A local charity ‘Families with 
Autism’ runs these events. 
7-9pm hosted in hall 1 here 
at Grovelands CP School 

Motor skills, balance and co-
ordination 

Term 2 Every day activity to help 
with motor skills 

 

If you feel you want understand your child’s special educational needs in more detail and speaking 

to the class teacher has not answered your questions please come and speak with me, Ms Adams. I 

am always happy to explain what I know or signpost you to someone with more specialist knowledge 

than me. 

You can email me on catherinea@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk or phone me via the school office.  
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It is the responsibility of all parents to inform the school on a daily basis if your child is going 
to be absent from school that day.  Please can you ensure that you telephone the absence 
line before 8.55am so that we can update the registers accordingly.   
 
Why is good attendance and punctuality important?  
 
Education lays the vital foundations of a child’s life. Regular and punctual attendance at 
school is key to both academic and social development, which in turn will improve the life 
chances of children and young people.  
What does 90% attendance mean?  

  90% attendance = ½ school day missed every week!  

 One school year at 90% attendance = 4 weeks of learning missed!  

 Over 5 school years of school = ½ school year missed!  

 All children and young people nationally whose school attendance is 90% or below 
are considered to be persistent absentees. 

 
 
Punctuality Matters too! Missed minutes = missed learning = missed 
opportunities! Students are expected to establish good habits of 
punctuality and attendance as soon as they join the school.  
 
 
Whole School Attendance for Term 1 (up to 14/10/2019) 
 
RES – 96.8%  2CS – 95.4%   4CA – 95.2%  6JL – 97.9% 
RJG – 97.7%  2JH – 96.8%   4NB – 96.7%  6LA – 97.1% 
RKL – 97.1%  2NB – 94%   4SF – 97.1%  6RA – 94.5% 
1AH – 98.2%  3CL – 96.7%   5CF – 96.7%  The Dell – 96.9% 
1DC – 95.5%  3ND – 96.6%   5MA – 98.3% 
1SD – 95.9%  3NH – 96.3%   5WY – 98.3% 
 
 
Please go to our website for more information on our Attendance Policy. 
 
Melinda Heasman 
Attendance Officer 

 



 

Nursery 

This term, the children have been busy exploring new 
learning linked to seasonal changes and autumn time. 
Planned activities have included going on a bug hunt, making 
bird feeders using wheat, discovering how wheat is 
harvested, that grains from wheat can change into flour and 
that flour can be changed into dough. To support our learning 
children brought in tins and packets of food for the Harvest 
festival which we delivered to the Hailsham Food Bank. 
 The children have also learnt that conkers have prickly shells 
on the outside and inside conkers are shiny and smooth. 
We are looking forward to performing the song 'Big Red 
Combine Harvester' to the grown-ups on the week beginning 
Monday 21st October along with songs from Emily Arrow. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anti-Bullying Week 2019 is happening from Monday 11th – Friday 15th 

November and has the theme ‘Change Starts With Us’. It is coordinated by the 

Anti-Bullying Alliance, which is based at the National Children’s Bureau.  

The aims of this week are to support schools and other settings to help children 

and young people, school staff, parents and other professionals who work with 

children to understand that whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, 

bullying has a significant impact on a child’s life well in to adulthood. If we 

work together and make small changes, we can make a big difference and 

break this cycle to create safe environments for everyone. 

Most importantly, Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun! It’s an opportunity to 

encourage people to express themselves and celebrate their individuality 

and what makes us all unique! 

All you have to do to take part is wear odd socks to school on the 12th 

November. Odd Socks day takes place on the first day of Anti Bullying Week 

each year (this year it is happening on Tuesday 12th November 2019 to avoid 

clashing with Armistice Day) to help raise awareness of bullying.  

#AntiBullyingWeek #OddSocks 

 



Whole school Maths homework 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

Times table homework is to be practised weekly. Your child will also 

have a weekly times tables test in class.  

 

Every child will have a Purple Mash login and be able to access the 

wide range of times table activities and games it has to offer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Learn your times table to funky beats! 

In year 1, 2, 3 and 4 children will be expected to practise their 

targeted times table toon (whatever times table they are working 

on in class) and play the related games E.g times table recall, musical 

chairs (random order times tables) and speed challenge games.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 5 & 6: (year 4 mid year onwards) 

As well as practising their targeted times table, year 5 & 6 are 

expected to use Monster Multiplication. The monster changes from 

an egg to a monster as your child develops their times table 

knowledge.  

 

It can be accessed in the maths area or in tools and your child’s class 

teacher can set ‘to-dos’ to be completed. The children will see these 

‘to-do’ notifications in their alerts icon.  

 

When your child clicks ‘let’s play’ they get 3 seconds to start the 

game and then have 1 minute to answer as many questions as possible. 

For each question they get right, the area goes green and food will 

drop into the monster’s mouth. If an incorrect answer is entered 

the area goes red.  

 

Pupils in year 4 are working towards their times table test at the 

end of the year and will begin to access Purple Mash Monster 

Multiplication mid year so that they are accustomed to answering 

random times table questions up to the twelve times table.  

 

In year 6 your child will receive additional arithmentic homework in 

the lead up to SATs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Key Stage 1 children can learn maths in a fun, exciting and 

physical way using the BBC Supermovers website.  
 

In Key Stage 2 children can revise skills taught in school using the 

KS2 Supermovers active learning videos.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Please also use BBC Bitesize to play maths challenge games and 

expand your mind! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



Communication 
 

 

  

We will be communicating via Parent mail, for e-mail, parents evening, forms etc.  

If you are having trouble, are you able to see messages when you log in to the ParentMail website or 

App? If so, check the junk and spam folders in your email account and add info@parentmail.co.uk to 

your contacts/address book/safe senders. If you can’t see messages on the ParentMail website or App, 

you will need to contact the school directly to resolve. 

mailto:info@parentmail.co.uk


 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast clubs will run every day Monday to Friday and starts at 7.30am- 
8.45am. 
The cost of the club will be £3.50 per session and this includes cereals, toast 
and a drink. 
The club will be based in the school hall and will be run by a member of the 
school team. 
The ratio for this age range is 1 adult to 8 children. The club will therefore only 
admit 8 children based on a first come first serve basis. 
  
The afterschool club will run every day Monday to Friday and starts at 3.15pm 
with 2 finishing times either 5pm or 5.30pm 
The cost of the club will be £6.67 per session if you collect at 5pm and £8.23 if 
you collect at 5.30pm. Children to bring in their own snack. 
The club will be based in the school hall and will be run by a member of the 
school team. 
The ratio for this age range is 1 adult to 8 children. The club will therefore only 
admit 8 children based on a first come first serve basis. 
  
If you would like a place could you, please pop into the office for a form. Please 
remember places will be offered on a first come first serve basis. 
  
Many thanks and best wishes 
  
Jon Goulding 
Headteacher 
 

 

  

Breakfast and afterschool club for 

Reception children 

 



Thank 

you 

Those parents that walk to school via the Dunbar Drive entrance will have noticed the 

brambles along the pavement before the school site have been cut back earlier this month. 

This was previously done during one of the sports days in June as a good deed from Will Holt, 

a parent from the school, who also took out some low hanging branches. 

When walking his children to school a few weeks ago, Will noticed the brambles had grown 

back and were once again a hazard and offered to cut the brambles back to avoid 

pedestrians on the school run having to step out into the road.   

If you have any gardening/landscaping needs why not contact Will for a free quotation. 

 

 



  



 

  



 

Date: Monday 27th January 2020 

Time: 6pm - 8pm 

Venue: Gildredge House School Atrium, Eastbourne 

 

The Child Therapy Service CIC are delighted to announce that award winning Speech & Language 

Therapist Libby Hill, will be the speaker for this empowering event. 

 

Who is this talk for?: Parents, carers and professionals . 

 

Trainer: Delivered by award winning Speech & Language Therapist Libby Hill of Small Talk Speech & 

Language Therapy 

 

Outline: 

 What is Speech & Language Therapy and communication development? 

 And why do children need it? (Autism, PDA & other presentations will be covered) 

 What assessments are needed and how to access help? 

 What strategies can be used at home and school to develop communication? 

 What sort of things can be written into EHCPs? 

It will include a Q&A session at the end, so be sure to bring your questions with you! 

Frequently Asked Questions 

I work in the Education/Health/Care sector, can I attend? 

Absolutely! We want to share the right information with everyone who supports children and young 

people with special educational needs, or additional needs, and we would love for you to attend. 

My child doesn't have a diagnosis, can I still attend? 

Yes, absolutely!  This is for you. You have questions that need answering I'm sure, so let us help. 

I've been told my child is not eligible for an EHCP, but he/she is in need of additional support 

in school. Shall I attend? 

Absolutely you should, as we can explain how you can go about gaining the support your child 

needs. 

What are my transportation/parking options for getting to and from the event? 

There is a car park available at the entrance of the school. 

Can I bring my child/children? 

The event is not suitable for children, and so we recommend they do not attend. 

 

 

Tickets:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/speech-and-language-difficulties-in-autism-pda-children-

tickets-77281598341 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/speech-and-language-difficulties-in-autism-pda-children-tickets-77281598341
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/speech-and-language-difficulties-in-autism-pda-children-tickets-77281598341

