
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This term we will continue our learning linked with seasons, growing and changing. We will also be 
exploring ideas about space and our solar system and will begin this topic with the question; where is 
planet earth?  Please encourage your children to ask their grownups about what they know about space, 
as this will support your children’s understanding and introduce them to new vocabulary for thinking and 
speaking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children will be able to access some brilliant animated songs to help them to learn the names and 
characteristics of the different planets, starting with this link below   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?gl=SN&hl=fr&v=BZ-qLUIj_A0 
 
Please also visit our Acorns Nursery Facebook page. Nursery staff will be posting creative ideas and will 
read stories daily to support topics and learning. Please also request your children’s favourite stories and 
if possible, staff will read these too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Power of Reading 
Stories are essential for brain development, enabling greater thinking for understanding, expressive use 
and interest in new words, memory recall and concentration, alongside nurturing a sense of belonging, 
confidence and motivation.  The Nursery team have been developing their own practice with a key focus 
upon children’s language development. Evidence from research shows that the quality of children’s early 
experiences of story, rhyme, talk and play is essential to the future success and development of their 
reading and writing skills.                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                     

Emily Arrow creates literature inspired music for children, cultivating an appreciation and love for 

singing, song writing and literature. The children in our Nursery are familiar with many of the stories and 

songs sung by Emily. She sings her songs on You Tube and also has a website, should you wish to explore 

at home with your children.  

http://www.emilyarrow.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?gl=SN&hl=fr&v=BZ-qLUIj_A0


 
Curriculum and Learning 

The following information will provide all adults including our Nursery staff with an overview of 
curriculum content to support learning at home.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Communication and Language 
 
Some children will continue to  
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, 
shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number  
- Build and use new vocabulary 
- Increase vocabulary for spoken sentences 
- Increase grammatical composition of spoken sentences including a range of tenses 
- Recall experience, facts and stories 
- Expressively use language; key phrase in stories/ spoken thoughts 
- Understand and answer questions 
- Describe feelings/ textures/ objects 
- Use positional vocabulary 
- Develop greater conversational language with family members 
 
Other children will 
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, 

shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number                                                                                                                                                       

- Continue to develop, use and apply new vocabulary                                                                                                     

- Increase use of words to explain, anticipate and answer questions                                                                               

- Make greater links between experience and new ideas                                                                                                              

- Use and apply directional and positional language                                                                                                                

- Sequence events                                                                                                                                                                        

- Follow instructions                                                                                                                                                                 

- Retell a simple past event in correct order                                                                                                                            

- Questions why things happen and gives explanations - Ask; who, what, when, how                                              

- Practise and use a range of tenses 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

Behaviour 
- Link immediate experience with emotional literacy e.g. encourage your children to say how they are 
feeling and/or what they are thinking 
- Develop greater awareness of consequence in response to choices made 
- Empathy: puppets, stories, pictures and props to explore how someone else may be feeling 
 
 
Friendships 
- Negotiating ideas for play 
- Giving praise to family members 
- Looking after each other                                                                                                                   
- Let’s pretend spaces: role play and small world 
 

 

 

 



Physical Development 
 
- Chopping and eating fruit and vegetables daily 
- Mark making 
- Sensory play 
- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                      
- Scissors: cutting/ snipping / shaping 
- Ripping/ tearing                                                                                                                                                                    
- Threading/ joining/ sticking 
- Scrunching/ smudging/ rubbing/ moulding/ shaping/ squashing 
- Moving: spatial/ body awareness 
- Building/ balancing 
- Bikes & scooters! 
- Bubbles, balloons & breathing 
- Dough Disco   
- Directional/ positional vocabulary 
- Move with confidence in different ways 
- Observe effect of activity on bodies after exercise 
- Personal care ready for school 
- Stretching and Breathing - visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmXL821PklY 
- Experience different rates of speed 
 
Please also visit Shonette Bason-Wood’s Spread the Happiness TV  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj0shfH3pzhrf3dOrSj_pRw 
 

Literacy 
Use and apply orally 
- Describe an object without saying what it is, for your grown up to guess                                                                                                                                                                        

- Guess the object, described by your grown up                                                                                                                                                                                

- Alliteration: objects beginning with the same letter sound e.g. ant, apple, alligator, astronaut                                                                                                                                                                                   

- Eye spy with my little eye: Spring watch from your window!                                                                                                                                                                             

- Rhyme: can you think of a word that rhymes with…. the children have a lot of experience with using 

rhyme inspired by key texts such as O’i Dog and O’i Cat (Kes and Claire Gray)                                                                                                                                                                                       

- Syllables: we use claps - how many claps are there in the word Saturn? (answer 2) Sun (answer 1)                                                                                                                                                                                   

- Regular plurals: we add the letter sound ‘s’ to the end of a word, when there are more than one, of the 

same object e.g. egg eggs / moon moons                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

- Robot arms; oral segmenting and blending ‘CVC’ words e.g. red, map, jam, pan, tap, hen, pin etc.                                                                                                                                               

- Question sentences; asking and answering: all about planets and space!                                                                                                                            

- Recall favourite texts and rhymes                                                                                                                                                

- Practise and repeat key phrases from texts and self-interest                                                                                                    

- Build a story; language patterns                                                                                                                                                     

- Create/retell stories using drawing                                                                                                                                         

- Pictures and maps - Easter egg hunt/ how to get to the moon                                                                                                                          

- Writing Lists: things we need for a space adventure / moon party                                                                                                

- Easter egg hunt: signs, labels and number trail                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

- Mark making/ drawing/ letter formation/ name writing/ contextual writing      

     

                                                     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmXL821PklY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj0shfH3pzhrf3dOrSj_pRw


Maths 
Concrete/Pictorial 
- Oral counting forwards and backwards  
- Counting 1-1 correspondence; use objects and make marks to represent how many 
- Ordering value 
- Estimate how many 
- Explain what’s happening as objects are added; more 
- Explain what’s happening as objects are removed; less  
- Distinguish between groups of objects showing more and less  
- Number songs and rhymes              
- Describe: sort/count/group/match/ classify objects 
- Introduce same and different; two criteria 
- Less/ more concepts linked to object/shape space and measure 
- Size concepts:  weight/ volume/ length 
- Comparative language using  height; rockets 
- 2D/3D shapes; names, sides and faces 
- Repeating patterns: 2/3 pattern sequences - describe an order 
- Ask/ answer questions and begin to use reasoning 
- Record how many; mark making/pictorial 
- Matching pairs; pictures and objects 
- Time / weather/ climate/ seasons/ life cycles/ days of the week / birthdays 
 
Also visit Cbeebies Number Blocks videos using the link below 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks

