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We will begin our new topic by asking the question “who lives under the sea?” and will use the children’s 
ideas to develop and introduce new learning. The children will be using role play to explore and create 
habitats for sea creatures and learn about Pirates. They will be encouraged to use music, movement, 
songs, rhymes and storytelling to strengthen links between new knowledge, experience and their 
imagination. 
 

The Power of Story 
The Nursery team are continuing to develop their own practice with a key focus upon children’s language 
development. Staff will be focussing upon oral storytelling to support the development of rhyme, talk and 
play, which are essential to the future success of children’s reading and writing skills.                                         
Stories are essential for brain development, enabling greater thinking for understanding, expressive use 
and interest in new words, memory recall and concentration, alongside nurturing a sense of belonging, 
confidence and motivation. Below are some of the texts that will be shared and enjoyed together. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Two-Year-Old Texts 
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The Curriculum                                                                                                                              

 
Communication and Language 
All of our daily planning is centred upon the development of children’s, speaking, listening and 
understanding; it is the vehicle for learning in all other areas, within the early years curriculum. 
 
Children will: 
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, 
shape, size, movement, quantity, space, time and number                                                                                                            
- Use and learn new vocabulary through the day                                                                                                                                                               
- Practise and apply social phrases including Makaton signs                                                                                                                                    
- Listen and respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings 
- Describe events in some detail 
- Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story and some in 
their own words                                              
- Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary 
- Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them 
- Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work 
and why they might happen                                                                                                                                            
 
Assessment check point: 
Can the children answer simple ‘why’ questions?                                                                                                                    
Can the children use sentences joined up with words like ‘because’ ‘or’ ‘and’? 
Can the children use future and past tense: “I am going to the park” and “I went to the shop”? 

 
Developing phonological awareness and word reading  
Your children will… 
- Revisit all Phonemes taught and read letters by saying the sounds for them                                                                                                    
- Recognise the letter pattern corresponding to each letter sound                                                                                                                                                                 
- Learn object nouns, concept words and new vocabulary                                                                                                                                                                                                
- Deepen awareness and understanding of alliteration                                                                                                                                                                                                     
- Hear the blends of spoken words: cvc, ccvc, cvcc 
- Use ‘robot arms’ when orally segmenting letter sounds into short words. As the children hear the blend 
of spoken sounds, introduce them to how they are presented as written words                                                                                                                                                                  
- Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made   of known letter- sound 
correspondences 
- Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo                                                          
- Know many rhymes and sing a large repertoire of songs                                                                                                                                                      
- Spot and suggest rhymes                                                                                                                                                            
- Continue practising multi-syllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’                                 
- Notice print within learning environments including children’s names                                                                                                                                             
- Read a few common exception words: is, I, the, go, no, to ,  we, he, me, be  
 
I spy bags and sensory play 
- Grapheme recognition / memory recall 
- Object names and plurals 
- Rhyme and alliteration 
- Positional / ordinal  
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Daily rhythm and rhyme time                                                                                                                     
The children have rhyme time sessions throughout the day, designed to help develop rhythm and beat and 
get both sides of the brain working, alongside strengthening fingers for writing and counting                                                                                                                                                               
Your children will continue to…                                                                                                                         
- Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound                                                            
- Join in with action songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo                                      
- Keep a steady beat                                                                                                                                                           
- Clap out the names of objects, family and friends                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                         

Reading skills                                                                                                                                                                             
The children have access to a wide variety of books which enable them to develop an awareness and 

understanding of word structure, repetition, pattern, rhyme and rhythm, whilst learning new and 

unfamiliar words in different contexts. 

As children freely select and share picture books with their friends and grown-ups, they are also learning 
the following five key concepts about print: 
- Print has meaning 
- Print can have different purposes 
- We read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 
- The names of the different parts of a book 
- Page sequencing  
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
Your children will continue to… 
- Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge 
- Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories                                                               
- Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others                                                                                                                              
- Develop appropriate ways of being assertive  
- Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally 
- Build constructive and respectful relationships 
- Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and 
disabilities, religion and so on 

Greater independence in meeting their own care needs:                                                                                                         
- Foot ware and coats on and off                                                                                                                                                       
- Doing zips up                                                                                                                                                                                               
- Healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing                                                                                                                         
- Use the toilet independently                                                                                                                                                                                          
- Wash and dry hands thoroughly                                                                                                                                                   

Behaviour and Consequence 
- Link empathy with behaviour and consequences  
- Understand the need to respect  
and care for the natural environment and all living things 
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Friendships 
- The power of sharing! 
- Let’s pretend spaces: role play/ small world 
 
 
 

Self-regulation and Emotional literacy                                                                                                           
Children continue to use vocabulary to express feelings 
- Sad / worried / upset 
- Angry / cross / furious! 
- Calm / ok / relaxed 
- Happy / excited 
- Scared / fear 
- Love  
                                            
Revisit the text                                                                                                                                                                       
- Invite the children to explain how they could help make the colour monster feel better e.g. he could go 
for a walk to calm down, do some belly breathing, find a friend etc. For calm and love; link with children’s 
own experiences.   

Learning Focus:                                                                                                                                                                                                
- Adult to encourage children to express their feelings and understand how others might be feeling 
- Children to suggest different activities to help their friends to feel better          
 
Assessment check point:                                                                                                                                                  
- Are the children able to suggest ways to make themselves feel better? 
- Can the children generally negotiate solutions to conflicts in their play? 
 

Physical Development 
 

Rhyme time 
Copy finger movements and other gestures: action rhymes and songs designed to: 
- develop a steady beat  
- get both sides of the brain working                                                                                                                                                                 
- strengthen fingers   
- clap out: initiated from children’s ideas                 
 

Fine motor skills 
- Show a preference for a dominant hand 
- Use one-handed tools and equipment 
- Mark making with a wide range of media and tools including printing 
- Establish and use a comfortable grip (tripod) with good control when holding pens, pencils, scissors etc. 
- Practise letter formation: letter families with greater accuracy 
- Write some or all of their name 
- Eat independently and learn how to use a knife and fork. Do not feed the children; hold cutlery together 
as a way to guide and coordinate patterns of movement; food from plate to mouth. This includes yoghurt 
pots and other packed lunch items                                                                                                                      
- Enjoy drawing freely  
- Mat Man: follow sequence, create and organise shapes  
- Colouring and patterns 
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- Dough Disco 
- Pen Disco 
- Write Dance; squiggle whilst you wiggle - flipper flappers! Refining big movements into marks and letter 
shapes 
- Sensory play to support mark making and letter patterns 
- Contextual play writing 

 
Gross motor skills 
- Increase independence around lunch times; children collect their own lunch boxes and serve up some of 
their dinner and puddings for themselves                                                                                                                                                                                     
- Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and 
doing up zips 
- Recall sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm; include poem 
actions and Emily Arrow songs 
- Kick, throw, roll and catch balls 
- Build independently with a range of appropriate resources     
- Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide 
whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width 
- Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small 
hole they dug with a trowel 
- Take part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams * Sports day 
 
Assessment for movement skills:  
- rolling 
- crawling 
- walking 
- jumping 
- running 
- hopping 
- skipping 
- climbing 
 

Mathematics 
Number and Numerical Patterns 

- Opportunities for children to practise and apply concept words linked to: sound, shape, size, movement, 
quantity, space, time and number                                                                                                                                                     
- Continue to take part in finger rhymes / counting songs encouraging children to represent number ideas 
in their own way, using concrete objects and mark making                                                                                                             
- Sort and classify groups of objects giving reasons for chosen criteria 
- Understand position through words alone, for example “The bag is under the table” with no pointing 
- Describe a familiar route - link to Pirate treasure maps 
- Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’ 
- Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs, socks 
etc. Use informal language like pointy, spotty, blobs etc. 
- Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 
- Complete puzzles with greater challenge 
- Count, group and place objects in order of value 
- Continue to develop 1-1 correspondence; touch and count / left to right  
- Ten bars / frames 
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- Make up stories; taking an object away and placing it back into the pot / ten bar, as the story is told 
- Compare quantities using language: more than, fewer than 
 

Understanding the World         
 
- Weather board: day/ month/ weather/ climate / Seasons / Birthdays / Celebrations 
- Describe what they see, using increased vocabulary and concept words 
- Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials indoors and outside Including Forest 
School and the Farm 
- Demonstrate an understand for the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living 
things - linked to PSED 
- Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people 
- Explore the natural world around them and respond to different natural phenomena: beach visit 
 

Expressive Arts and Design                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

- Listen with increased attention and respond to what they have heard, expressing thoughts and feelings 
- Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know 
- Recall and perform a short poem 
- Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas 
- Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details 
- Continue to initiate and express ideas/ feelings through making marks and give meanings to the marks 
they make 
- Continue to develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them 
- Continue to take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though 
they are not similar 
- Continue to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls 
houses, etc. 
- Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with 
different buildings and a park 
 

Important Diary Dates 

                                                                  
 

Monday 4th July 2022 Nursery Beach Visit: Information will be shared and sent out via Parent 
Mail.  

Thursday 30th June 2022 New Parent Intake meeting 6pm - only for parents of children who will 
be joining Groveland’s Reception in September. 

Tuesday 19th July 2022 
Or 
Wednesday 20th July 2022 

Rising Fives ‘Stay and Play’ Sessions: Parents will be given their child’s 
morning or afternoon slot during the ‘New Parent Intake’ meeting held 
on Thursday 30th June 2022 

Wednesday  20th July 2022 Last Day: am session and lunch club - Nursery closes at 12.30pm 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
Friday 2nd September 2022 Transition Session for NEW Nursery children only: 9am - 10.30am 

Friday 2nd September 2022 Transition Session for RETURNING Nursery children only: 11.30-1pm 

Monday 5th September 2022 Business as usual: all Nursery children attend their allocated sessions  

 


