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Welcome back to another term of fun and learning in our wonderful Nursery setting. This term the 
children will be learning all about spring time, exploring ideas linked to growing and changing, both 
within themselves and the world around them. Our first learning session will begin with exploring the 
question; what do we know about spring time?  
 
In our outside classroom the children will be actively involved in planting, observing and comparing the 
growth of plants. Questions will be used as a stimulus for investigative learning, enabling the children to 
find out about what seeds need to grow into healthy plants.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The children will be invited to share their thoughts relating to when they were babies and will be 
encouraged to link similarities and differences between themselves and explore the characteristics of 
being a baby, toddler and a child. To support this, the children will be invited to bring a baby photo of 
themselves into Nursery, to show the other children and will play a game called ‘Guess the Baby’.  
 
We also hope to have some frogspawn to look after and watch very closely, as it gradually changes into 
tadpoles and then into frogs. The children will be using information books to help to find out more about 
the life cycles of different animals and plants and will also learn the importance of having instructions to 
help organise their actions.  
 
The children will be introduced to some key texts which will enable them to develop greater thinking for 
understanding, vocabulary and expressive language, confidence in speaking and storytelling. 
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Two-Year-Old Texts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Curriculum 
 

Communication and Language 
 
All of our daily planning is centred upon the development of children’s, speaking, listening and 
understanding; it is the vehicle for learning in all other areas within the early years curriculum. 
 
- Provide speaking opportunities in which to model and practise irregular tenses and plurals, such as 

‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’                                                                                                                                   

- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, 

shape, size, movement, quantity, space, time and number                                                                                                    

- Use and learn new vocabulary through the day                                                                                                                  

- Practise and apply social phrases / Makaton                                                                                                                                

- Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important                                                                                  

- Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition                                                                                                                                                                 

- Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver”                                                                                                                                                          

- Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”                                                         

- Sing a large repertoire of songs                                                                                                                                  

- Use longer sentences of four to six words                                                                                                                               

- Begin to ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them                                                                                                                                                                

- Continue practising multi-syllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’ 

 

Daily rhythm and rhyme time 

Helping your children to develop a steady beat and learn rhyme is a great way to prepare them for 
learning to read and write. The children have rhyme time sessions throughout the day, designed to help 
develop rhythm and beat and get both sides of the brain working, alongside strengthening fingers for 
writing and counting.                                                         
Your children will continue to… 
- Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
- Join in with action songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo. 
- Keep a steady beat.                                                                                                                                                          
- Clap out the names of objects, family and friends.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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Reading                                                                                                                                                                             
The children have access to a wide variety of books which enable them to develop an awareness and 

understanding of word structure, repetition, pattern, rhyme and rhythm, whilst learning new and 

unfamiliar words in different contexts. 

As children freely select and share picture books with Nursery staff, it is also important that they learn 
the following five key concepts about print: 
- Print has meaning 
- Print can have different purposes 
- We read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 
- The names of the different parts of a book 
- Page sequencing  
 

Developing phonological awareness and word reading  
Your children will… 
- Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them: o c, k, ck, e, u, h,                                                                                       
- Grapheme recognition                                                                                                                                                                 
- Object names                                                                                                                                                                                                 
- Alliteration                                                                                                                                                                                                     
- Positional / ordinal language                                                                                                                                                                      
- Plurals                                                                                                                                                                                         
- Memory recall                                                                                                                                                                             
- Robot arms to blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made of known letter- sound 
correspondences                                                                                                                                                                 
- Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo                                                                        
- Practise and clap multi-syllabic words such as ‘hippopotamus’ and ‘kangaroo’                                                                               
- Spot and suggest rhymes                                                                                                                                                           
- Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary                                                                                       
- Sensory play to introduce new vocabulary and expressive language                                                                                                                                                                                 
- Notice some print in the environment     
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
Your children will continue to… 
- Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them                                                                                                                                     
- Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas                                                                         
- See themselves as a valuable individual                                                                                                                                      
- Talk about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad because…” or “I love it when …”                               
- Develop appropriate ways of being assertive                                                                                                                                
- Talk with others to solve conflicts                                                                                                                                              
- Understand how others might be feeling                                                                                                                                          
- Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories                                                           
- Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and 
disabilities, religion and so on 

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs 
- Foot ware and coats on and off 
- Doing zips up 
- Healthy choices about food, drink, activity 
and tooth brushing 
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- Use the toilet                                                                                                                                                                                         
- Wash and dry hands thoroughly 

 
Emotional literacy and self-regulation 
 
Children continue to use vocabulary to express feelings 
- Sad / worried / upset 
- Angry / cross 
- Calm / ok 
- Happy / excited 
- Scared / fear 
- Love / mummy? Daddy? etc. 
 
- Role play the vocabulary linked to feelings and explore ideas that support children to feel better, such 
as; belly breathing, sensory bottles, finding a friend, telling a grown up, quiet time alone, hand massage, 
getting a drink, playing with a favourite toy etc.                                      
 
Assessment check point:                                                                                                                                                  

- Can the children generally negotiate solutions to conflicts in their play? 
- Are the children able to tell you how they are feeling? 

 

Physical development 
 
Fine motor skills 
Copy finger movements and other gestures: action rhymes and songs  
- with a steady beat  
- to get both sides of the brain working                                                                                                                                                                  
- strengthen fingers   
- clap out: initiated from children’s ideas                  
- Use one-handed tools and equipment  
- Show a preference for a dominant hand and begin to establish a comfortable grip when holding pens, 
pencils, scissors etc. 
- Write some letters accurately 
- Enjoy drawing freely 
- Dough Disco 
- Pen Disco 
- Write Dance; squiggle whilst you wiggle - flipper flappers! Refining big movements into marks and letter 
shapes 
 - Colouring and patterns 
- Mark making with a wide range of media and tools including printing 
- Sensory play to support mark making and letter patterns 
- Mat Man: organise shapes and space 
- Contextual play writing 
 
Gross motor skills 
- Show an increasing desire to be independent, such as wanting to feed themselves and dress 
or undress 
- Eat independently and learn how to use a knife and fork 
- Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills 
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- Use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm          
including Emily Arrow songs                                                                                                                                                                      
- Kick, throw, roll and catch balls 
- Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large 
hollow blocks 
- Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide 
whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width 
- Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a 
small hole they dug with a trowel 
- Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams 
 

Mathematics 
Number and Numerical Patterns 

- Opportunities for children to practise and apply concept words linked to: sound, shape, size, 

movement, quantity, space, time and number                                                                                                              

- Take part in finger rhymes / counting songs                                                                                                                

- Children make marks to represent corresponding values using whiteboards and pens                                                                

- Invite the children to say what’s happening as they represent 5 using marks. Invite them to rub each 

mark out, as a song is sung. Model / Invite them to say what’s happening as marks are removed                                   

- Model and practise placing dot cards in order of value and count corresponding number of objects                         

- When secure with ordering dot value to 5, begin to match numerals and amounts for example, showing 

the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5                                                                                             

- Continue to solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5 and discuss mathematical 

ideas throughout the day                                                                                                                                                                 

- Count and place objects in order of value                                                                                                                             

- Continue to develop 1-1 correspondence; touch and count / left to right                                                                            

- Ten bars / frames                                                                                                                                                                              

- Model made up stories; taking an object away and placing it back into the pot / ten bar, as the story is 

told                                                                                                                                                                                                  

- Compare quantities using language: more than, fewer than                                                                                           

- Continue to make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity                                         

- Sort and classify groups of objects                                                                                                                                            

-Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes; circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids, using informal and 

mathematical language: sides, corners, straight, flat, round                                                                                              

- Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.                                                            

- Combine shapes to make new ones; an arch, a bigger triangle, etc.                                                                                    

- Encourage children in their own ways of recording (for example) how many balls they managed to 

throw through the hoop                                                                                                                                                               

- Provide numerals nearby for reference e.g. wooden numerals in a basket or a number track on the 

fence                                                                                                                                                                                                     

- Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs, 

socks etc. Use informal language like pointy, spotty, blobs etc.                                                                                            

- Extend and create ABAB patterns: stick, leaf, stick, leaf                                                                                                                  

- Begin to notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern 

 

                                                                                                    



                                                                                  Paula Symonds EYFS Phase Lead 07.02.22 
 

Understanding the World         
 
- Weather board: day/ month/ weather/ climate / Birthdays 
- Name and describe people who are in their family and community 
- Make connections between the features of their family and other families 
- Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history 
- Comment on images of familiar situations in the past: baby pics 
- Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials indoors and outside including forest 
school and farm visits. 
- Explore how things work 
- Show interest in different occupations 
- Plant seeds and care for growing plants 
- Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and tadpoles 
 

Expressive Arts and Design                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

-  Listen with increased attention and respond to what they have heard, expressing 
their thoughts and feelings 
- Remember and sing entire songs 
- Sing the pitch of a tune sung by another person (pitch match) 
- Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down / down and up) of familiar songs 
- Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas 
- Initiate mark making to represent ideas 
- Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools 
- Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make 
- Manipulate, join and play with different materials and explore textures 
- Continue to take part in simple pretend play, using an object 
to represent something else even though they are not similar 
- Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses, 
etc. 
- Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with 
different buildings and a park 
- Continue to explore a range of sound makers and instruments and play them in different ways. Model 
and encourage children to use repeating sound patterns 

 
 

Guess the baby photos 
 
Please bring (or email) a baby photo of your child into Nursery, in a named envelope. A photocopy will be 
made for use and display. The original will be returned as soon as copy is taken. 

 
 

 
 


