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Reception Curriculum Information  

Term 2 

 Winter Time 
 
 
 
                          
 
 

 
 
 
 
This term our planned learning will enable the children to explore new ideas, share and link 
knowledge with their experience and develop greater understanding of what happens during 
winter time and how and why cultural festivals are celebrated. To begin with, the children will 
develop their skills, by exploring sounds and colour linked to the celebration of bonfire night. 
Following this, they will learn about the story of Diwali; the Hindu festival of light, developing 
an awareness of similarities between themselves and how other communities celebrate.  
 

Continuous Provision 

Our learning environments enable the children to develop confidence, independence, social 
interactions, which strongly supports their physical, emotional, communication and language 
skills. All planning for learning is centred around the development of children’s speaking, 
listening and understanding. Providing a rich and varied range of sensory experiences, strongly 
supports the development of processing thinking, alongside practising concepts and new 
vocabulary. Within our Early Years settings, sensory play is understood as essential to the 
development of processing new learning and assists greatly in strengthening children’s 
memory and recall. Staff encourage lots of messy play which can lead to lots of messy hands, 
faces and sweatshirts! Cross curricular links consistently support and contextualise learning 
and the use of high quality resources, supports the process of linking purposeful new learning 
to children’s experiences. 
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Speaking before Reading 
 
Constant involvement in listening and storytelling assists in developing the flow of speech and 
the habit of sitting, listening, concentrating and following a line of thought. Acting out stories 
using the physical environment, role play and concrete resources alongside using repetitive 
texts strengthens children’s memory and ability to recall and understand story structure. 
Children sequence familiar stories and are encouraged to link and extend story ideas, using 
their personal experiences of the world.  
Children are encouraged to engage in book sharing before being introduced to formal reading, 
using scheme books. The use of questions support linking new ideas for leaning with 
experience, critical and logical thinking and the development of verbal reasoning. Below are a 
few examples of texts to be explored, this term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children practice story language, learn new vocabulary and the composition of narrative, 
alongside representing ideas using actions and drawing. They move on from ‘telling’ to 
representing ideas pictorially and then into writing, supported by ‘talk for writing’ and ‘write 
dance’ methods.  Our focus for this term is to develop children’s drawing skills and these 
books will be shared to support this process. 
 

 

 

 

In addition to this, the children listen and engage in songs sung by Emily Arrow, who creates 

music, inspired by children’s books. Emily’s intention is to cultivate an appreciation and love 

for singing, song writing and literature. Use the link below should you wish to explore further 

at home, with your children.                                                                                                              
http://www.emilyarrow.com                                                                                                               

Useful videos which support children’s early writing skills                                  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU                                     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-IqrBps1jY                                                                       
Squiggle whilst you wiggle The journey of early writing. By Shonette Bason - PDF 

http://www.emilyarrow.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-IqrBps1jY
https://docplayer.net/25519656-Squiggle-whilst-you-wiggle-the-journey-of-early-writing-by-shonette-bason.html
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Curriculum and Learning 

Communication and Language                                                                                                                                
Focus: Use of language to make greater links between experience and new learning and to 

speak in full sentences.                        

- Understand in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, shape, 
size, movement, quantity, space, time and number                                                                                                    
- Sensory play focus: vocabulary linked to concepts                                                                                      
- Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important                                                                            
- Develop social phrases: good morning/ how are you?                                                                                      
- Use new vocabulary through the day                       
- Engage in story times 
- Learn rhymes, poems and songs                                                                                                                           

- Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound                                                    

- Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the 

driver”                                                                                                                                                             

- Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turn                                 

- Chop and talk: developing thinking for reasoning; comparative language, less/more 

concepts 

                  
Observation Check Point 
- Can the children use sentences joined up with words like ‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’? For example: 

“I like ice cream because it makes my tongue shiver”                                                                                                               

- Are the children using the future and past tense: “I am going to the park” and “I went to the 

shop”?                                                                                                                                                                             

-  Can the children answer simple ‘why’ questions?      

                                                                                                                                                                          

Literacy                                                                                                                                                          
- Name nouns: objects and pictures                    
- Apply plurals using object examples 
- Apply syllables into long and short words                                                                                                                           
- Spot and suggest rhyme                                                                                                                                                        
- Sing rhymes                                                                                                                                                                              
- Apply alliteration to common nouns 
- Develop awareness of opposite words                                                                                                                            
- Develop flow of speech, use of intonation and repetition in spoken sentences                              
- Practise story language developing new vocabulary alongside representing ideas using 
objects, marks, drawing and writing 
- Pictures/puppets/ props to recall texts and rhymes                                                                                                           

- Children’s own stories stimulated by books, objects and ideas                                                                                               

- Greater use of vocabulary in spoken sentences                                                                                                    

- Begin to apply concept words in spoken sentences to explain.                                                                                   
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Word Reading and Phonics                                                                                                                                  
Develop an understanding of the five key concepts about print:                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                    
1. print has meaning                                                                                                                                                      

2. print can have different purposes                                                                                                                              

3. we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom                                                                                  

4. the names of the different parts of a book                                                                                                               

5. page sequencing             

- Hear and say the phonemes for individual letters/ digraphs and read corresponding 

graphemes: e, u, r, h, b, f, l ff, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, nk                                                          

- What’s in the bag / Box? 

- Oral blending / independent reading                                                                                                                 

- Formation phrase / catch phrase for digraph                                                                                                                          

- Read the phrase / read the sentence                                                                                                                            

- Words with s/s/added at the end (hats, sits)                                                                                                               

- Words ending s/z (his) and with s/z added at the end (bags)                                     

- Tricky words:                                                                                                                                                         

is, I, the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, his, her, go, no, to, into, she, push, he, of, we, me, be                           

 
Physical Development                                                                                                             
 
Fine Motor and Writing                                                                                                                                                          
- Write dance - use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make 

marks; methods to support gross into refined motor skills                                                                                                                

- Dough Disco - strengthen fingers and hand / body coordination                                                                                                                                                                      

- Mat man: apply shapes to represent people drawings                                                                                       

- Develop drawing skills (ish; Emily Arrow)                                                                                                              

- Show a preference for a dominant hand                                                                                                                     

- Use a pincer grip with good control when holding pens and pencils                                                                   

- Name writing / hand writing: letter families                                                                                                     

- Make marks on their picture to stand for their name                                                                                        

- Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to e.g. “That says mummy”                                      

- Begin to write letters/ words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with 

letters (GPC’s)                                                                                                                                                            

- Contextual play writing                                                                                                                                             

- Practice oral text and sentence structure                                                                                                                               

- Story maps; move on from ‘telling’ to developing story structure; representing ideas 

pictorially and then into writing, supported by ‘talk for writing’ methods. 
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Skills and Coordination 

- Eat independently and learning how to use a knife and fork                                                                               

- Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing                                                                 

- Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats 

on and doing up zips, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly. 

Sensory and Creative Play Stations                                                                                                                          

- Sensations and textures                                                                                                                                            

- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                

- Pots: twist, flip, pull, push                                                                                                                                      

- Scissors: cutting/ snipping/ shaping                                                                                                                 

- Ripping/ tearing                                                                                                                                                          

- Threading/ joining/ sticking/                                                                                                                                 

- Scrunching / moulding/ shaping/ squashing/ manipulating / pinching                                                                                                       

- Smudging/ rubbing                                                                                                                                                     

- Building/ balancing                                                                                                                                                                                        

- Knives: chopping 

Gross motor skills                                                                                                                                                        

- Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in team          

- Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball 

skills. 

Observation check point:                                                                                                                                         

- Are the children increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of 

movements which are related to music and rhythm?                                                                                                           

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Within our continuous provision the children have opportunities to visit the mindfulness area. 

This is a reflective space where children sit quietly and engage in sensory and empathy play. 

They also learn how they can use listening and breathing to help them to feel calm, including a 

beautiful yoga song with actions, please visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmXL821PklY 

- Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender etc.                                                    

- Talk about feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad because…” or “I love it when …”                                      

- Develop friendships with other children                                                                                                                

- Show more confidence in new social situations. 

Zones of regulation                                                                                                                                                                   

- Be increasingly able to talk about and manage emotions and behaviour                                                            

- Express feelings and begin to understand how others might be feeling                                                    

- Make greater links between feelings and behaviour to recognise which                                                           

zone others are in                                                                                                                                                         

- Children begin to talk about their feelings and emotions. 
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Growth mind-set                                                                                                                                                          

- Engagement jar: collaborative reward 

Core Practice                                                                                                                                                                  

- Belly breathing: bottles/ fingers to support transition times      

Learning Buddies                                                                                                                                                                      

- Turn taking                                                                                                                                                              

- Playing together                                                                                                                                                               

- Giving praise to our friends                               

Key Texts: Empathy                                                                                                                                                                          

Focus: show/ discuss how characters are feeling                                                                                                                       

- Dogger                                                                                                                                                                                 

- Alfie gets in first                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mathematics                                                                                                                                                          
 
Number and Numerical Patterns                                                                                                                                              
- Count objects, actions and sounds 
- Take part in finger rhymes / number songs and model physical resources: pegs on hanger/ 
ducks / frogs - add /remove as the song is sung                                                                                                          
- Invite the children to say what’s happening as objects are added: more / one more                         
- Explain what’s happening as objects are removed: fewer/one less  
- Develop the key skills of counting objects including saying the numbers in order and 
matching one number name to each item                                                                                                                                                  
- Say how many there are after counting - for example, “…6, 7, 8. There are 8 balls” to help 
children appreciate that the last number of the count indicates the total number of the group 
This is the cardinal counting principle                                                                                                                        
- Say how many there might be before you count to give a purpose to counting: “I think there 
are about 8. Shall we count to see?”                                                                                                                             
- Count out a smaller number from a larger group: “Give me seven…” Knowing when to stop 
shows that children understand the cardinal principle 
- Build counting into everyday routines such as register time, tidying up, lining up or counting 
out pieces of fruit at snack time                                                                                                                           
- Sing counting songs and number rhymes, and read stories that involve counting                                           
- Play games which involve counting                                                                                                                                  
- Put objects into five frames and then ten frames to begin to familiarise children with the tens 
structure of the number system                                                                                                                              
- Prompt children to subitise first when enumerating groups of up to 4 or 5 objects: “I don’t 
think we need to count those. They are in a square shape so there must be 4.” Count to check. 
- Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and 

cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’  

- Use vocabulary like ‘sharp corner’, ‘pointy’ or ‘curvy’. Talk about shapes as you play… “We 

need a piece with a straight edge.”                                                                                                                      

- Understand position through words alone for example, “The bag is under the table,” without 

pointing                                                                                                                                                                     
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- Count down to forthcoming events on the calendar in terms of number of days or sleeps. 

Refer to the days of the week, and the day before or day after, ‘yesterday’ and ‘tomorrow.’           

Number Blocks - https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 

Understanding the World 
 
- Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside - Autumn collection  /  Winter time                                                                                                                  

- Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have 

experienced or seen in photos                                                                                                                                       

- Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways                     

- Understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
                                                                                                                                                                             

Continue to: 

- Explore colour and colour-mixing                                                                                                            

- Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city 

with different buildings and a park                                                                                                                                

- Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and 

what to make                                                                                                                                                            

- Join different materials and explore different textures                                                                                       

- Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent 

objects                                                                                                                                                                             

- Remember and sing entire songs                                                                                                                      

- Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody                            

- Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. 

 

Parent Meeting Information 
 
Unfortunately we are not going to be able to meet with Reception parent/s and carers at 
school, as initially planned. Instead, you will receive an email via parent mail inviting you to 
select a time and date to speak with your child’s teacher/s electronically via TEAMS. 
 
Dates for meetings are as follows: 
Monday 15th November: 4pm - 6pm 
Wednesday 17th Nivember: 4 - 7pm 
 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks

