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This term our planned learning will enable the children to explore new ideas, share and link 
knowledge with their experience and develop greater understanding of what happens during 
winter time and how and why cultural festivals are celebrated. To begin with, the children will 
develop their skills, by exploring sounds and colour linked to the celebration of bonfire night. 
Following this, they will learn about the story of Diwali; the Hindu festival of light, developing 
an awareness of similarities between themselves and how other communities celebrate.  
 

 
Communication and Language 

 
All planning for learning is centred around the development of children’s speaking, listening 
and understanding. Providing a rich and varied range of sensory experiences, strongly 
supports the development of processing thinking, alongside practising concepts, new 
vocabulary and understanding. Within our Early Years settings, sensory play is understood as 
essential to the development of processing new learning and assists greatly in strengthening 
children’s memory and recall. Staff encourage lots of messy play which can lead to lots of 
messy hands, faces and sweatshirts! Cross curricular links consistently support and 
contextualise learning and the use of high quality resources, supports the process of linking 
purposeful new learning to children’s experiences. 
   

 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking before Reading 
 
Constant involvement in listening and storytelling assists in developing the flow of speech and 
the habit of sitting, listening, concentrating and following a line of thought. Acting out stories 
using the physical environment, role play and concrete resources alongside using repetitive 
texts strengthens children’s memory and ability to recall and understand story structure. 
Children sequence familiar stories and are encouraged to link and extend story ideas, using 
their personal experiences of the world.  
Children are encouraged to engage in book sharing before being introduced to formal reading, 
using scheme books. The use of questions support linking new ideas for leaning with 
experience, critical and logical thinking and the development of verbal reasoning. Below are a 
few examples of texts to be explored, this term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The children practice story language, learn new vocabulary and the composition of narrative, 
alongside representing ideas using actions and drawing. They move on from ‘telling’ to 
representing ideas pictorially and then into writing, supported by ‘talk for writing’ and ‘write 
dance’ methods.  Our focus for this term is to develop children’s drawing skills and these 
books will be shared to support this process. 
 

 

 

 

 

In addition to this, the children listen and engage in songs sung by Emily Arrow, who creates 

music, inspired by children’s books. Emily’s intention is to cultivate an appreciation and love 

for singing, song writing and literature. Use the link below should you wish to explore further 

at home, with your children.                                                                                                              
http://www.emilyarrow.com                                                                                                               

Useful videos which support children’s early writing skills                                  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU                                     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-IqrBps1jY                                                                       
Squiggle whilst you wiggle The journey of early writing. By Shonette Bason - PDF 
 

 Curriculum and Learning 

Communication and Language                                                                                                                                
Focus: Use of language to support answering questions to extend thinking and ideas and to 
speak in full sentences 
                                                                                                                                                                         

- Use and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, shape, 

size, movement, quantity, space, time and number                                                                                                    

- Sensory play focus: vocabulary  linked to concepts exploring flour, water, sand, dough, ice, 

rice, pasta, jelly, bubbles, cereals, foam, soap, water beads, corn flour, chocolate powder                  

- Describe properties/qualities of materials and objects                                                                                                                                                             

- Build and use new vocabulary                                                                                                                  

- Use talk in pretend play                                                                                                                             

- Understand positional vocabulary linked to space, size and number concepts                                             

- Grammatical composition of spoken sentences                                                                                               

- Recall narrative and story sequencing including linking and extending story ideas, using 

imagination and personal experiences and knowledge of the world                                                                                        

- Use language expressively using and applying intonation; key phrase in songs, stories, spoken 

thoughts and rhyme                                                                                                                                             

- Understand and answer questions                                                                                                                               

http://www.emilyarrow.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-IqrBps1jY
https://docplayer.net/25519656-Squiggle-whilst-you-wiggle-the-journey-of-early-writing-by-shonette-bason.html


- Use talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen next                                                                                                                    

- Chop and talk: developing thinking for calculating/reasoning: more and less 

Word Reading                                                                                                                  
Children working in Phase 2/3 and aspect 4/5/7 in phase 1                                                       
- Letters and their spoken sounds (phonemes)                                                                                        

- Grapheme/phoneme correspondence (GPC’s)                                                                                           

- Teach, practice and apply oral segmenting; to say and hear the blends of words                                                                                                                                                                   

- Oral segmenting and blending for reading - cvc words: if, am, on, up including ‘ig’ ‘ug’ ‘oc’               

- Recognise some high frequency and common exception words: (to I no go the into) he, she, 

we, me, was, my, you, her, they, all, are                                                                                                                

- Common nouns, adjectives and verbs in spoken sentences                                                                         

- Apply alliteration to common nouns                                                                                                        

- Syllables / rhyming words / plurals                                                                                                                         

- Coordinating conjunction: and  - ‘handy Andy’                                                                                                                    

- Develop flow of speech, use of intonation and repetition in spoken sentences                                                     

- Greater use of vocabulary in spoken sentences                                                                                                    

- Apply concept words in spoken sentences to explain                                                                                  

- Engage in book sharing including using ‘essential reads’                                                                                      

- Silly questions; encouraging verbal reasoning                                                                                                                                                                                      

- Responding and answering questions with understanding                                                                                                 

- Children’s own stories stimulated by books, objects and ideas                                                                                     

- Pictures/puppets/ props to recall texts and rhymes                                                                                                         

- Represent and sequencing ideas using drawing                                                                                                                                       

- Home Learning:  Selecting books                                                                                               
- E learning: Phonics bug 

 

Physical Development                                                                                                            
Fine motor skills                                                                                                                                                          

- Organise shapes to represent people drawings (Mat Man)                                                                                                   

- Use line to develop drawing skills                                                                                                            

- Mark making/ tripod grip/ name writing / hand writing; letter families                                            

- Contextual play writing                                                                                                                                         

- ‘Write dance’ methods to support gross into small motor skills                                                       

- Text structure                                                                                                                                                       

- CVC/CCVC/CVCC word building                                                                                                                                                  

- Spell: the, to, I no go                                                                                                                                                    

- Practise story language developing new vocabulary alongside representing ideas using 

drawing                                                                                                                                                               

- Sequence familiar stories and extend using own ideas and experience                                                   

- Story maps; move on from ‘telling’ to developing story structure; representing ideas 

pictorially and then into writing, supported by ‘talk for writing’ methods                                                    



Sensory Play                                                                                                                                                    

- Small scale: scoop, pour, fill                                                                                                                     

- Pots: twist, flip, pull, push, clip                                                                                                                                           

- Scissors: cut, snip, shape                                                                                                                                         

- Rip, tear, tie                                                                                                                                                                    

- Thread, join, stick, scrunch, smudge, rub, roll, scrape, mould, squash, squeeze, snap, crunch                                                                                                                                                            

- Dough Disco                                                                                                                                                  

- Build and balance                           

Gross motor skills                                                                                                                                                      

- Moving: spatial and body awareness                                                                                                                                    

- Climbing frame / balancing circuits                                                                                                                                                     

- Directional/ positional vocabulary                                                                                                                                

- Bikes, scooters, trikes & ramps                                                                                                                        

- Organising large equipment                                                                                                                                 

- Core Practice; Tingsha bells / belly breathing: balloons & bubbles                                                                                                                              

- Yoga; stretching and breathing                                                                                                                                                                                

- Write Dance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Within our continuous provision the children have opportunities to visit the mindfulness area. 

This is a reflective space where children sit quietly and engage in sensory and empathy play. 

They also learn how they can use listening and breathing to help them to feel calm, including a 

beautiful yoga song with actions, please visit:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmXL821PklY 

Key focus: Considering others                               
- Playing group games                                                                                                                                           

- Turn taking                                                                                                                                                           

- Making friendships                                                                                                                                     

- Giving praise to our friends 

Growth mind-set                                                                                                                                                  

- Engagement jar                            



 Empathy 
- Link feelings and emotions with empathy                                                                                             

- Show and discuss how the characters’ feel              

Key Texts:                                                                                                                                                                                

- Dogger                                                                                                                                                                         

- Alfie gets in first                                                                                                                                                     

- Stick man                                                                                                                                                       

- Max the Brave                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                        
Maths Focus  

Counting                                                                                                                                                        

- Count and match identical objects with corresponding values presented on dot cards                                  

- Count and match non-identical objects with corresponding values presented on dot cards  

Number and Place Value                                                                                                                                                             

- Order value using dots, pictures, Numicon, multi-link and unifix                                                                                  

- Create pictorial representations of value and order: washing line, lego towers                                                                                          

- Comparing groups - identical objects                                                                                                     

- Comparing groups - non-identical objects 

Addition and Subtraction                                                                                                                            

- Sorting number                                                                                                                                           

- One less                                                                                                                                                        

- One more                                                                                                                                                     

- Numicon number bonds: How many ways can you make?  

Continue to                                                                                                                                                       
- Sing number songs and rhymes 
- Sort/group/match/ classify objects; describe sorting / chosen criteria                                                           

- Explore repeating patterns: 2/3 pattern sequences using colour/objects/ physical actions                  

- Create musical patterns                                                                                                                            

- Explore money and time: role play                                                                                                                                 

- Explore 2D and 3D shapes: recognise, name and learn number of sides/faces                                                                                                                         

- Use and apply comparative language linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, shape, size, 

movement, quantity, space, time and number                                                                                                                                                                               

- Estimate number / Subertise                                                                                                                             

- Match pairs: picture cards and objects                                                                                                         

- Memory games: what’s missing?                                                                                                             

- Ask and answer questions / describe an order / explain findings                                                                                                                             

- Use objects, marks and pictures to represent number ideas                                                                                         

- E-Learning- Purple Mash (mini mash)                                                                                                                          

- Number Blocks: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


